
 

 

 

   

 
IV Sunday of Lent – Laetare Sunday                  03 March 2024 
www.HolySpiritOCC.org                                                           727.754.9758 
 

Welcome! 

Are you seeking… 
To belong to a community of faith  
to provide you with something deeper?   
A place to be oneself, warts and all?   
A place to taste diversity?    
A place to weep?   
A place to sing?  A place to weep while singing?  
A place to feel the depth of life?   
A place to know God?   
We now welcome you home. Christ’s peace be with you! 
 
 

Celebrating Life and Love… 

Please, be sure to stop in the parish center  
to sign and send your love in our Greeting Cards! 

 
Happy Birthday to: Fr. Daniel 03/12, Diane P. 03/15, Dcn. Jan 
03/25, Lee W. 03/27, Iris C. 03/28, Benny P. 04/03, Mthr. Sharon 
04/12, Steve M. 04/25, and Sr. Linda 04/29.   
 
Happy Anniversary to:  Nicole and Jordan 03/10, Gordon and 
Bob 04/23. 



 

When We Gather Next… 
Sunday, 17 March 2024, 10:30am 

V Sunday of Lent 

 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Psalm 51:3-4, 12-15 
Hebrews 5:7-9 
John 12:20-33 

 
Presider:   Mthr. Sharon                          Homilist:  Mthr. Sharon                                                
Greeters:  Peter S. & Ken S.                Welcome:  Steve M. 
Acolyte:   David B.                                  Intercessions:  Mary M. 
Lectors: (1) Mary M.  (2) Steve M.          Bread Baker: Fr. Daniel 
Ministers of the Cup:  Fr. Daniel, Joanne D. & Fr. Jacques 
Coffee Social Hosts:  Parishioner Last Names S-W 
 
Thank YOU for your faithful and loving service at the altar of the Lord in 
community.  You bless us! 
 
 
Lord, Hear Our Prayer! 

“Always pray in the Spirit, with all your prayers and petitions.   
Pray constantly and attentively for all God’s holy people.”  (Ephesians 6:18) 
 
Dennis Underwood, R.I.P. 02/19/2024, Bp. Gordan’s spouse of 
47 years.  Bro. Tom, cardiac health For peace in Palestine, 
Ukraine and throughout our world For our parish community, 
our growth and faith Dcn. Jan, hip surgery healing Toni S., friend of 
Mthr. Sharon, liver cancer Jack, chemothrapy Ken S., healing For 
all who struggle with mental health in our community and 
families For those deeply impacted by severe weather For 
vocations to ministry and consecrated life from among us. All 
victims of  war.  For our deceased clergy and parishioners. For 
the victims of gun violence. 



 

The Road Ahead Together… 
 
 
TWELVE STEP MEETINGS at Holy Spirit: 
-Sex/Love Anonymous, Thursdays, 12PM, conference room.                                    
-Alcoholics Anonymous, Thursdays, 7PM, social hall.  
 
MUSIC MINISTRY PRACTICE 
-Thursday evenings, 7-8:30pm, chapel   
 
WAY of the CROSS 
-Fridays of Lent, March 15th & 22nd, 6:30-7pm, chapel 
Retracing the steps of Jesus with the prayer of the ancient church 
of Jerusalem. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
-Wednesday, March 20th, 7-9pm, conference room 
 
PALM SUNDAY of the Lord’s Passion, March 24th, 10:30am 
An “Italian-style Foods” potluck will follow our celebration of the 
beginning of Holy Week. 
 
HOLY THURSDAY MASS of the LORD’S SUPPER. March 
28th, 6:30pm 
 
GOOD FRIDAY of the LORD’S PASSION and DEATH,  
Day of Fasting, Abstinence and Charity 
March 29th, 6:30pm 
 
SOLEMN EASTER VIGIL of LIGHT,  
Holy Saturday night, March 30th, 8pm.   
An “Easter Nosh” potluck will follow our solemn vigil celebration 
of the Lord’s Resurrection.  Bring your favorite Easter foods to 
share with your sisters and brothers. 



 

Pastoral Perpenderings 
to perpender, verb. "to weigh carefully in the mind." 
 
 
Good morning, dearest Community and Friends! 

The Easter Vigil, also called the Great Vigil of Light, is 
the liturgy that is intended as the first (and arguably, the primary) 
celebration of Easter in the Old Catholic household of faith. The 
service begins in darkness, sometime after sunset on Holy 
Saturday and sunrise on Easter, and consists of four parts: The 
Service of Light (kindling of new fire, lighting the Paschal candle, the 
Exsultet); The Liturgy of the Word (readings from the Hebrew 
Scriptures interspersed with psalms, canticles, and prayers); the Renewal 
of Baptismal Vows; and the Eucharist.  

Through this liturgy, Old Catholics recover an ancient practice of 
keeping the Easter feast. In the early Church, believers would 
gather in the hours of darkness ending at dawn on Easter to hear 
scripture and offer prayer. This often night-long service of 
prayerful watching anticipated the baptisms that would come at 
first light and the Easter Eucharist. Easter was the primary 
baptismal occasion for the early church to the practical exclusion 
of all others. This practice linked the meanings of Christ’s dying 
and rising to the understanding of baptism.  Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  So may we celebrate, all 
together, as a community of faith!  

While the Gospel text for this week’s liturgy is based upon an 
odd story of the Torah, it is really a service about commitment to 
Christ. Rather than a snake to which we look up to be healed, we 
look up to Christ. Jesus himself, made the allusion to the snake, 
so we’re running with it. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_liturgy


 

The question is, “How do we worship on this day?” It depends on 
ways we connect with the poisons that we all encounter on our 
discipleship path today. Where are we bitten by anger or pride or 
bitterness in the world in which live? More important for us who 
gather for worship today, how does Christ provide an antidote to 
these poisonous snakes? How does our attention to Christ, to our 
prayer life, to our support within the body of Christ, the church, 
to our reflecting on God’s word and our Eucharistic faith 
together, help us get over the bites that inflict us?  And how can 
today’s Liturgy, yes, this very moment, provide me with an 
experience of that healing? What can I do to identify the poison I 
experience? What can help me heal? And finally, of course, how 
can we call ourselves and each other to a new or renewed 
commitment to following Christ as we assemble together today? I 
think this might be a good space for an honest examination of 
conscience and a heartfelt act of contrition of some sort. 
 
Our community needs the gift of your time and skills, particularly  
in our worship together each Sunday and other special days on 
occasion.  Think about how you may step forward to make a 
difference.  Our greeters warmly welcome and assist our guests 
and parishioners to feel at spiritual home.  Our lectors boldly 
proclaim the living word of God to us that we may grasp and live 
it, our acolytes bring grace and a sense of reverence to our 
liturgies with their service.  Our musicians and singers literally lift 
our hearts and spirits with the gift and delight music in song.  
Our bread bakers remind us to taste and see how good the Lord 
is as we are one in holy communion.  So many beautiful ways to 
serve the Lord and all God’s people with these simple but vital 
ways.  Please, let me know if the Spirit finally got your attention. 
 
God’s peace and every blessing these late Lenten days, 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
Way of the Cross 

-Fridays of Lent, March 15th & 22nd, 6:30PM 
Retrace the steps of Jesus with this prayer of the ancient 
church of Jerusalem. 

 
 Lenten Giving Boxes 

Cultivate your giving heart through simple contributions 
of your own choosing that encourage you to feed your 
deepest hungers this Lent.  Our giving together will 
benefit our parish’s care for each other and others in 
need who come to our door. 

 
 Daily Devotional: “The Season for Healing Hearts” 

Identify and commit to time each day for reflective 
reading using our Daily Devotional booklet.  It’s 
amazing to watch your own garden grow! 
 

  Fasting and Abstinence:  Feed Your Hungers 
Through the ancient practices of both fasting and 
abstaining throughout Lent we can curb our appetites 
and truly feed the deep hungers of our longings. It is a 
laudable practice of our Faith to abstain from meat on 
the Fridays of Lent and to fast on Good Friday and 
Holy Saturday by abstaining from meat and consuming 
lesser meals without eating in between meals.   

   

 



 

A Prayer of Confession 

 

Gracious and loving God,  

open our hearts  

so that we are able to admit to You  

the fullness of our lives –  

that which is beautiful and good,  

and that which is hurtful and hateful. 

 

We confess that we do not follow Jesus  
in all that we do. 
We love with condition. 
We judge and condemn. 
We cast the first stone  
and keep the logs in our own eyes. 
We do not turn to You  
as the source of our healing. 
Forgive us, we pray.  
Forgive our sin and empower us  
to be imitators of Christ in love and service.  
Amen. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

This Morning’s Sacred Liturgy 

 
Today’s Intention: For peace within our parish community. 
Prelude:  God So Loved                                                        Choir 
Welcome and Announcements                                     Michael H. 
Gathering Song:  Somebody’s Knockin’ at Your Door  GC2 394 
Introductory Rite & Kyrie Litany                                   Fr. Jacques 
Opening Prayer                                                               Fr. Jacques     
Reading I:  2 Chronicles 36:14-17, 19-23                               Dick B. 
Response:  R.  Let my tongue be silenced,                     Psalm 137 
             if ever I forget You.                                          
Reading II:   Ephesians 2:4-10                                             Joanne D. 
Gospel Acclamation:  R.  Praise to you, glory and praise, 
         Lord Jesus Christ!                                                    
Holy Gospel:   John 3:14-21                                             Fr. Jacques 
Homily                                                                            Fr. Jacques 
Profession of Faith:  Alternative Creed (cf. inside back cover hymnal) 
Intercessions:  R.  God ever faithful, renew us!               Joanne D. 
Kiss of Peace                
 
Preparation of the Gifts:  Christ, Be Our Light             GC2 512 
Eucharistic Prayer:  Mass of Remembrance             GC2 214-219 
Lord’s Prayer:  Our Father                                                GC2 15 
Lamb of God Litany:  Mass of Remembrance                 GC2 220                             
Invitation to Holy Communion                               Fr. Jacques 
                        Cup Ministers: Mthr. Sharon, Fr. Daniel & Bp. Steven 
Communion Procession:  I AM the Bread of Life         GC2 822 
 
Song of Praise:  Amazing Grace (alternative verse 1)         GC2 586 
Prayer after Communion          Fr. Jacques 
Blessing and Sending                                                     Fr. Jacques 
Sending Song:   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling          GC2 613                              
Coffee Social Hosts:                             Parishioner Last Names M-R 


